
Business Travel to the EU, EEA and Switzerland

Who will be affected?

• Travel for work and business purposes to and within the EU/EEA/Switzerland after 31 December 2020 will change for UK 
nationals. You may need a visa or work permit. The new requirements apply to all sectors.

• If you are travelling for less than 90 days in a 180 day period for a business meeting, you do not need a visa to travel to the 
EU/EEA/Switzerland. Some EU/EEA countries may also allow extra activities without a visa.

• If you are travelling for more than 90 days in a 180 day period, you may need a visa and/or work permit.

• If you are carrying out any of the following activities for any length of time, you may need a visa, work permit or other 
documentation:

• Transferring to a subsidiary/branch of the same company in a different country (intra-corporate transfer)

• Carrying out a contract to supply a service to a client in another country in which your employer has no presence 
(contractual service supplier).

• Carrying out services in another country as a self-employed person (independent professional).

• Moving temporarily to invest for yourself or on behalf of a company

• If you are delivering a contract lasting up to 90 days per year in Switzerland you will be able to continue to do so without 
requiring a permit, but only if the contract has been signed and has started before 1 January 2021. If you sign a contract 
after 31 December 2020 you may need to obtain a work permit to provide services of any duration.
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What does my business need to do?

1. Business travellers may still need to apply for a visa, work permit or other documentation before travelling 
to the EU/EEA/Switzerland from 1 January 2021. This will depend on what they plan to do during their trip 
and which specific country they are travelling to. 

2. Whatever you are doing, we advise you to check the rules on the website of the relevant Member State to 
find out if you need to apply. The relevant websites are linked on gov.uk 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/providing-services-to-eea-and-efta-countries-after-eu-
exit).

3. If necessary, apply for visa or work permit in sufficient time in advance of travel.

4. If you provide services in Switzerland, as long as contracts are signed before 1 January 2021, this will ensure 
that you can supply services for up to 90 days without needing a work permit as set out in the UK-
Switzerland Citizens’ Rights Agreement.

When does this need to be completed?

As soon as possible in advance of travel after 31 December 2020.
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What has changed now that there is a deal with the EU?

•The commitments agreed between the UK and the EU on services guarantee market access in a number of 
sectors for service providers and business travellers, and a minimum standard for how they should be 
treated when working abroad in the other Party to the Agreement.

•This includes, for example, eliminating nationality requirements for some roles; and guaranteeing how long 
business travellers can stay in the EU.

•Provisions as part of the business travel will also decrease the administrative burden for some business 
travellers, for example limiting the need for economic needs tests or work permit requirements for some 
activities.

•They will also ensure that the UK and EU Member States have transparent visa application processes, and 
clear signposting on rules for business travellers.



What can I do in the EU as a short-term business visitor?

The deal features a list of short-term business visitor activities (p745 of this document). These can be performed without a work permit, except where 

Member States take reservations. Note that while these are not automatically visa-free (which is why there is only limited overlap with the Schengen list of 

visa-free activities), we expect many Member States will not require a visa for these activities although there may be exceptions. Note that some countries 

(such as the UK) allow more activities than featured in this list.

a) Business meetings and consultations

b) Research and design

c) Marketing research

d) Training seminars

e) Trade fairs and exhibitions

f) Representatives of a supplier of services or goods taking orders and negotiating the sale of services or goods, or entering into

agreements to sell services or goods for that suppler, but not delivering goods or supplying services themselves.

g) Buyers purchasing goods or services for an enterprise, or management and supervisory personnel, engaging in a commercial transaction.

h) After-sales or after-lease services: installers, repair and maintenance personnel and supervisors, possessing specialised knowledge to a 

seller’s contractual obligation, supplying services or training workers to supply services pursuant to a warranty or other service contract 

incidental to the sale or lease of commercial or industrial equipment or machinery, including computer software.

i) Commercial transactions: management and supervisory personnel and financial services personnel engaging in a commercial transaction.

j) Tourism personnel: tour and travel agents, tour guides or tour operators attending or participating in conventions or accompanying a 

tour that has begun in the territory of the Party of which the Short-term business visitor is a natural person

k) Translation and interpretation
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948119/EU-UK_Trade_and_Cooperation_Agreement_24.12.2020.pdf
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What happens if I don’t take action?

• If action is not taken to check and acquire a visa, work permit or other documentation required, 

businesses may face additional costs, administrative barriers and delays as a result.

• You may be denied entry if you do not have the correct visa/work permit when travelling after 31 

December 2020.

Further information

• Travel Advice: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice

• Entry Requirements: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/providing-services-to-eea-and-efta-

countries-after-eu-exit

• Further Guidance: https://www.gov.uk/visit-europe-1-january-2021/business-travel-extra-requirements

• Summary of the UK-EU deal: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agreements-reached-

between-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-and-the-european-union

https://www.gov.uk/visit-europe-1-january-2021/business-travel-extra-requirements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agreements-reached-between-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-and-the-european-union

