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Recently | was fortunate enough to be able to attend the ARCLIB (Architecture Librarians’
Group) conference in Venice, the theme for which this year was ‘Globalism, Diversity,
Exchange’. The conference centered on the ways in which library services can contribute to
institution-wide initiatives on globalism, inclusivity and sustainability. These issues are
relevant to university collections like my own at the Architectural Association School of
Architecture (AA) as well as the wider UK museum community. The conference was also a
forum for the exchange of ideas internationally as it was held in collaboration with ARCLIB's
Italian counterpart organisation, CNBA (Coordinatmento Nazionale Biblioteche di
Architettura). The conference also attracted delegates from North America including
representatives from Harvard University, the Avery Library at Columbia University and MIT.

The conference was hosted by IUAV (Venice University Institute of Architecture) and was a
good mix of talks, workshops and visits to libraries and archives, with plenty of opportunities
to network.

Opening session of ‘Globalism, Diversity, Exchange’, ARCLIB conference, Venice, hosted by
IUAV (Venice University Institute of Architecture), May 2019



Three talks | found particularly interesting centered on the challenges facing institutions in
addressing the demands of accessibility and inclusivity, as well as highlighting the benefits to
the Library in terms of improving provision for diverse audiences; finding ways of being
more inclusive and encouraging greater representation from a diverse range of users; and
ways of boosting representation from marginalised groups.

The keynote speaker, Jess Crilly, from University of the Arts, London, spoke on ‘Diversity and
collections’. Her talk explored theoretical and practical approaches to diversity and
collections, including the value of diversity as a term, the influence of critical librarianship
and strategies of diversification and decolonization. She described recent activity at UAL on
diversifying content including providing access to non-mainstream material such as
YouTube, web-archiving and open source research. She also examined how libraries need to
have diverse practice including collections development in terms of language, shelf-ready
material and new cataloguing. She described too initiatives such as the RAS (Retain, Achieve,
Succeed) Research Programme and how initiatives to decolonise the arts curriculum led to
strategies to decolonize the arts library.

Carol Keddie spoke about some exciting initiatives relating to inclusivity, globalism and
sustainability at De Montfort University. Her presentation focused on how the Library and
Learning Services has engaged and been involved with the wider work of the university at a
strategic level. It was interesting to hear about the Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
initiative which began as a strand of the university-wide Disability Enhancement
Programme. The three key principles include flexible ways of learning, flexible ways of
testing learning and flexible study resources such as providing material in alternative
formats. She highlighted the benefits which included aligning the Library’s contribution to
the work of the University Faculties, and raising and maintaining the Library’s profile, to
show how the Library’s contribution is relevant and appropriate beyond formal teaching and
learning.

Nick Brown from Christies Education spoke about approaches to diversity and globalism in
art and architectural libraries and their attempts to decolonize the physical and theoretical
space of the library. It was useful to learn about several current campaigns, including how
the Library at Goldsmiths’ is engaging with the Learning, Teaching, Assessment Strategy
(LTAS) to support Goldsmiths’ campaign ‘Liberate our degrees’. Other initiatives include
SOAS ‘Decolonising SOAS Vision” and UCL’s Inclusive teaching toolkit.

| found the Knowledge Exchange sessions were useful opportunities to discuss and reflect
on what is meant by diversity in library collections, and globalization in the context of
Library services, and to consider practical outcomes that could be applied to our own
collections. It was also a chance to discuss what we had heard and reflect on our
experiences. The conference also provided me with the opportunity to present a paper on
benchmarking architectural libraries, to be used as the basis for planning and evaluation.
After my talk | was given useful feedback about possible methodologies for such a survey.
One morning we joined our CNBA colleagues for talks around the theme of Publishing
Architecture: the future of books and journals, which was very relevant to all delegates.
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Knowledge Exchange in action at ;Globalism, Diversity, Exchange’, ARCLIB conference,
Venice, May 2019

In addition to the talks and workshops, visits were arranged to the Library of Fondazione
Giorgio Cini, IUAV Library and Materials Library, the Archivio Progetti, and the Biennale Arte
2019.

Periodicals room in the Library, IUAV (Venice University Institute of Architecture)



Carlo Fontana, Templum Vaticanum et ipsius origo ... Il Tempio Vaticano e sua origine.

(Rome: Giovanni Francesco Buagni, 1694), Rare books library, IUAV (Venice University

Institute of Architecture)

The conference gave me plenty of food for thought. | learnt about several initiatives that my
Library and institution could implement to ensure better diversity and inclusivity in terms of
the collections and access. It was also an excellent opportunity to share my own experiences
and build professional relationships with fellow library and archive professionals working
with architectural collections.

| am very grateful for the support of ICOM UK and ARLIS/UK & Ireland to attend the
conference.



