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About us

Established in 1972, we offer a specialist service for museums and
galleries, commercial and private clients, encompassing :

* art transport
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Shipping between UK and China

Outline

* General considerations when shipping between

UK and China
* Export case study
* Import case study
* Summary of key points and considerations

* Questions
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Shipping between UK and China
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Chinese customs procedures
Introduction

* Customs bureaucracy and complexities of
paperwork

* National holidays, festivals and other closures

* ‘Guanxi’ — key relationships to ensure smooth
shipping process

* Exhibition licence
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Export — UK loans to China
Case study - Wales: Land of the Red Dragon
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Export — UK loans to China
Case study - Wales: Land of the Red Dragon

* Three Gorges Museum, Chongging — not
Government approved venue

* Required ATA Carnet or Temporary Exhibitions
approval to hold exhibition

* Fees or guarantee of duties required for either
of these options
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Export — UK loans to China
Case study - Wales: Land of the Red Dragon

* Exhibitions Customs Clearance can be
completed at designated hubs only

* Transport schedule needs to allow for customs
on arrival and again at venue

* Special arrangements may be required with
local customs offices
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Export — UK loans to China

* Check status of your venue
* Awareness of duties or fees

* Exhibition licence and loan contract / object
list must be accurate and completed in good
time

* Allow for customs procedures in shipping
schedule

* Unforeseen issues
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Import — Chinese loans into UK
Case study — Masterpieces of Chinese paintings
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Import — Chinese loans into UK
Case study — Masterpieces of Chinese paintings

* Nodal agency to liaise and coordinate with
multiple lenders, apply for Exhibition Licence

* Transport agent dependent on agency to
provide paperwork in good time
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Import — Chinese loans into UK
Case study — Masterpieces of Chinese paintings

* Exhibition contract and loan agreement must
be accurate from start

 Establish the timeframe for approval of all
documentation

 Status of UK venue — NIRU approval?
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Import - Customs regime

Museums and Galleries Relief (NIRU)

=&\ HM Revenue
& Customs
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Import - Customs regime

Museums and Galleries Relief (NIRU)

* [nstitution must be approved by the National
Imports Relief Unit (NIRU) of HM Revenue &
Customs

* Exhibits of a scientific, educational or cultural
nature, and are not for sale

* Used exclusively as exhibits under importers
control

* Dispatched directly to importers establishment
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Import — Chinese loans to UK

Summary of Key points

* Customs status of borrower / venue in UK

* Government Exhibition licence and responsibility
for application in China

* Nature of the artworks — permits required

* Scheduling — timeframe available
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Summary
Other considerations

Budget

* Shipping method

 Couriers

* Customs status of loans

* Aviation security
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Summary
Other considerations
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Useful links

* Julie.prance@momart.co.uk

* http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/export-
controls/export-licensing /

* https://www.qov.uk/qgovernment/publications/no
tice-361-importing-museum-and-qgallery-exhibits-
free-of-duty-and-vat/notice-361-importing-
museum-and-qallery-exhibits-free-of-duty-and-
vat
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